A 46-year-old man presented with a 5-year history of brown papules that had been steadily increasing in size and number. They periodically became swollen and intensely pruritic, especially with physical exercise. He experienced 2 anaphylactic events in the past, 1 following a bee sting and the other idiopathic, both requiring advanced life support measures. Review of systems elicited a history of indigestion, abdominal pain, and diarrhea. Physical examination found innumerable reddish-brown macules and thin papules scattered over the trunk, arms, and upper thighs ( 
Answers:
A. BRAF e Incorrect. Activating BRAF mutations play a role in the pathogenesis of benign melanocytic nevi and malignant melanoma. 4 B. KIT e Correct. A somatic mutation involving codon 816 of the KIT gene is the most common genetic abnormality seen in patients with sporadic mastocytosis. 2 C. GNAQ e Incorrect. GNAQ mutations are frequently associated with common and cellular blue nevi as well as some forms of malignant melanoma such as the uveal type. 4 D. PTPN11 e Incorrect. This is the gene implicated in LEOPARD syndrome, a familial lentiginosis syndrome. PTPN11 encodes SHP2 and is involved in the RAS-MAPK signaling pathway. 5 E. PRKAR1A e Incorrect. Mutations in the PRKAR1A gene are implicated in most patients with Carney complex, a genodermatosis in which the cutaneous findings feature numerous lentigines and blue nevi. The gene plays a role in both endocrine tumor formation and proliferation of melanocytic lesions. 5 
Abbreviation used:
NSAID: nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug
